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Pine View is the premier school  
for arts and sciences dedicated to 
providing excellence in research-

based teaching practices that foster 
intellectual, social, and emotional 

growth in gifted students.
The mission of Pine View School is 
to provide a qualitatively different 

learning environment that nurtures a 
passion for intellectual curiosity, that 
encourages risk-taking, independence 
and innovation, and that is committed 
to a tradition of academic excellence 

and social responsibility.

OUR VISION & MISSION

Pine View School for the Gifted was established by the Sarasota County School 
District in 1969 to meet the needs of intellectually gifted students (Grades 2-12). 

It is the only school of its kind in the state of Florida, and one of the few stand-alone 
gifted programs in the nation. Pine View has a rich tradition of providing students with 
an enriched, challenging academic program in which excellence is fostered, attained 
and celebrated. Pine View has been consistently recognized at both the state and 
national level as one of the country’s top public high schools. The student experience 
at Pine View is unique. In a community of over 1,800 gifted students a culture that 
prizes intellectual and academic inquiry and accomplishment is nurtured. Extensive 
opportunities are provided for students to explore their creative and leadership 
potential. Character education activities and service learning projects are a prominent 
part of the Pine View experience and are designed to expand social awareness and to 
stress social responsibility. Empowering students to make a difference in the lives of 
others is a tradition of which Pine View is exceptionally proud.

•  Pine View School offers a total of 93 weighted courses, of which 34 are 
Advancement Placement (AP) courses, 50 are Honors courses, and 9 are 
Dual Enrollment courses. The academic experience is highly-rigorous and 
accelerated, enriched, and differentiated to meet the needs of gifted students. 

•  Students participate, at the high school level, in junior varsity and varsity sports 
at districted high schools, as well as visual and performing arts experiences on 
our campus, such as Drama, Orchestra, Jazz Band, Wind Ensemble, Sculpture 
and 3D Art, 2D Art, and Vocal Ensemble. 

•  Students are eligible to attend on the basis of full scale intellectual 
assessments, performance scales, academic performance and 
recommendations. Pine View School serves students in grades 2-12 with a 
total school enrollment of 1813. High School enrollment is 781 (Grades 9-12) 
for the 2020-21 school year. There are 201 students in the Class of 2021. 

•  Sixty-two percent of the Pine View Faculty members teaching at the 
secondary level possess one or more advanced degrees in their teaching areas, 
with four percent possessing their Doctorate degree. Many teach or have 
taught at the college/university level. 

P I N E  V I E W  S C H O O L



SIGNATURE PROGRAMS

Academics
Students have access to every Advanced Placement course through the College 
Board as well as a variety of Dual Enrollment programs through Florida colleges 
and universities. We are a full-time magnet school for gifted students in grades 
2-12 and are consistently rated one of the top magnet schools in the country. 
Pine View offers post-AP courses for students who have been accelerated in 
specific subjects: Biotechnology, Organic Chemistry and Statistics. 

Arts Programs 
Our arts, music, choral and performing arts clubs as well as our social action 
groups and organizations are exceptional, and we offer more clubs and extra-
curricular opportunities than any other school.

Pine View K-Family
The Pine View K-Family is composed of Key Club, for high school students, 
Builder’s Club, for middle school students, and K-Kids for elementary school 
students. They aim to improve the community through service. Our Builder’s 
Club and Key Club is sponsored by the Siesta Key Kiwanians. Key Club aims to 
provide experience on living and working together and accept and promote the 
objectives of Kiwanis International. Builder’s Club aims to foster development of 
a strong, moral character. K-Kids aims to develop leadership potential and allow 
students to discover more about themselves.

Pine View Model UN and Speech and Debate Teams 
Model UN and Speech and Debate are two of Pine View’s oldest and most 
successful student organizations. We debate and solve real-world issues and not 
so real ones — from the refugee crisis to the intricacies of the television show 
The Office, we conquer the most pressing controversies and inspire young minds.

Pine View Peace Jam 
A student-run service learning organization at Pine View School that seeks to 
achieve social justice through the bettering of our community. The Billion Acts 
of Peace and PeaceJam Ambassador programs set the tone and direction for the 
school’s social responsibility themes and initiatives each year.  

The Torch, Spark and Match 
Pine View boasts three high quality, student-run print publications and a 
website. The Torch, a print newspaper, and PVTorch.com, a website, are 
designed and directed by high school students that provide topical and relevant 
content to their readers while teaching principles of sound journalism. The same 
students who produce The Torch, also produce The Match, a tabloid-sized paper 
for elementary students, which features student spotlights, recipes and reviews 
of local businesses for students and their families to explore. The Spark is a news 
magazine produced by and for middle school students.

Pine View BuildOn 
BuildOn’s mission is to break the cycle of poverty, illiteracy and low expectations 
through service and education. Pine View students fundraise to build one school 
per year in under-served, rural areas in one of 8 developing countries. Once the 
school is funded, students travel to the rural village, living and working with the 
community, as the school building is begun. Pine View BuildOn participants also 
volunteer locally.

Part of an A-rated school district


